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Hedgehog Care was delighted that in the year 2000 our patron Ken Livingstone became mayor of London. We are
proud and pleased for him and gratefui that he still found time in his busy schedule to attend as speaker at Patricia’s
posh fundraising ball at the Dorchester in London.

Recuperating in Switzerland from last ycars life saving operations for brain haemorrhage, Patricia, ever our
hedgehog’s hero, threw caution to the wind and took to her skis for a sponsored run which raised over £1000.
Thankyou to her friends in Klosters who contributed.

This year we nursed just under a thousand patients, half the number we annually received up to a couple of years ago.
Its a reliet that new wildlife hospitals now share our load, but a worry that we hear regularly from concerned visitors,
that hedgehogs resident in their locality for as long as they remember, are now gone. This serious decline is country
wide so it was with dismay that we heard that at the Conservative Conference, Dr. David Bellamy was reported as
saying that hedgehogs are ferocious killers, and culls are necessary to save dunlin, redshank and snipe from extinction
on islands off Scetland.

All meat eaters have to be “ferocious killers” and we know hedgehogs were artificially introduced 30 years ago to
small islands with no predators or traffic. Hedgehogs consequently over populated and along with the common gull,
stripped the land of grubs and worms then fed on starving birds and eggs causing devastation to island ecology. Don’t
blame hedgehogs for surviving a man-made crisis. They have clung determinedly to cxistence for nearly 30 million
years. [s this advocated death sentence to be approved after all the years of campaigning for the Mammal Bill to
provide protection? Instead of damning, comdeming and reviving persecution why not organise a project to carefully
contain them and gradually translocate them to replenish mainland population wherc they are loved and welcome. |
wonder if Dr. B. would advocate exterminating humans to stop them ravaging the environment.

Our patron Dr. Nigel Reeve’s extensive scientific rescarch of the European Hedgehog is embellished by his particular
respect for this mysterious little mammal. There has been so much to discover. At the school of Life Sciences in his
capacity as senior lecturer at the University of Surrey Rochampton, he has written books, studied, updated facts,
taught, researched and headed conferences by world wide experts on all aspects of hedgehogs. Whilst T appreciate
that rare birds must be saved from extinction, we look to him and his influence to find a way of persuading collcagues
and conservationists to show mercy to those hedgehogs now threatened.

We are still generously sponsored by Spikes Dinner, canned and dried, which is thoroughly enjoyed by our patients
and much appreciated by Hedgehog Care. The newly designed Spike logo beams out from T-shirts and baseball caps
available by mail order, along with many hedgehog caring commodities on Lincoln (01522) 696467.

A lot of funding seems to have diverted elsewhere thesc days so we are eternally grateful to loyal friends who still
support in vast variety. These are just some of the kind efforts for Hedgehog Care. Gifts and donations sent by mail,
brought with visitors or left on the doorstep. Minyon’s sponsored hedgehog scheme, cakes and prize draw. Abigail,
Charlotte and Chelsea the Lifestyle volunteers. The Red Hot Chilie Stompers Line Dancer’s Raffle. Yorkshire T.V.
prize money for being voted Calendar’s Special Person. Proceeds for many car boots and stalls by carers Sheila and
Fred. Janice, fund raiser and orphan expert. We all hope her dedicated work with a houseful of hedgehogs will help
her through her sad bereavement. Mrs Tiggywinkles Washing Line Sale. Ann Towers’ woolic hedgehogs. Knitted
blankets. Skegness Grammar School Tuck Shop. Perky Pet Foods Pub Crawl, Donations for pen and ink drawings
that I do to order, and dogs haircuts by appointment. Mrs Bailey’s and Laddie’s marmalade. Tina’s 40s Fashion Show
and Stall. Scartho School Cake Sales. Rapid Office Equipment Cheque. Some very kind legacies and donations in

-memory of loved ones. Sylvia’s Christmas Cake Sales. Pet Wisc Raffle. John and Marion’s emergency taxi. Gatwick
Airports Swear Box. Loose change collection from the ladies in Lincoln. Phylis’ never ending supplies of clothes
for Hogsfam. Our permanent 20p clearance sale bargains. The good neighbours who pop in to sort and select clothes
and jumble. (Anything rejected is used as bedding for the hedgehogs.) Aby Tavern’s Créme Brullé dishes. This all
goes towards keeping hedgehogs alive.

We are not very posh and can make use of most things surplus to your requirements. Although we are not able to
convert used postage stamps ourselves, these are welcome at Bransby Home of Rest for Horses, Saxilby, Lincoln,

We always need blankets, towels, woollens, bric~-a-brac, wool remnants, stationery, cotton buds, used hedgehog cards






