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Last winter the dread of 2002 without working partner Nigel Brocklesby (not to be confused with
our patron) lost me three stones in weight and won me a new shimmer of grey hair and wrinkles. Two
of us had had a struggle with the twenty four hour everyday pressure of work so on my own I seriously
doubted my ability to cope. My announcement that I would have to scale down was misinterpreted as
close down, which was the last thing I intended to do after 19 years.

1 will never forget how family and friends rallied and hundreds of kind letters of encouragément
and support poured in, truly restoring confidence and determination. My neglected cottage was
repaired, weather proofed and smartened up, and 25 disabled house bound hedgehogs, (which were
made redundant as P.R. assistants with my lectures and talks that are now impossible) were found good
understanding homes with carefully selected new guardians.

Now re-organised Hedgehog Care rules O.K!

The Mrs Tiggywinkle’s Washing Line Sale went ahead in February as usual and raised over
£1000.

Outside looks more respectable for visitors than it has done for a long time. We demolished three
dilapidated runs and made one badger-proof one with the bits. The Garden of Rest has been re-
designed and I made a stained glass window, depicting hedgehogs, to overlook the many little graves of
departed hedgehogs enjoying everlasting peace.

I have hopefully worked out how to foxproof the small wild life garden (sanctuary for disabled
hedgehogs) without shutting out the wonderful variety of birds that flock to visit the feeders. Safely
roofed pens will line the boundary once the overgrown fruit trees have been lopped, leaving the middle
drea grassed and open to the skies, birds, frogs, moles squirrels etc. — and I suppose foxes as well.

To keep patient numbers down to manageable proportions I now use a referral system. As well as
competent colleagues in Scunthorpe, Gainsborough, Grimsby, Skegness, Boston, Metheringham and
Lincoln areas who take in casualties on a regular basis, some novice rescuers are willing to undertake
D.1Y. where possible. In these cases I recommend their nearest hedgehog friendly vet — some awful
vets need avoiding under any circumstances — to assess and medicate as required, then advise on
treatmment and aftercare. 1f necessary the bill comes to Hedgehog Care. In this way I have cut down to
30 — 60 patients instead of the previous 100 — 150 at a time. This year [ have released 300 whereas it
used to be 800, but no casualty has ever been refused. If alternative help is impossible (not all carers
are nocturnal) Richard of R & S Pet Taxi, Louth, turns out at all hours to retrieve hedgehogs from miles
away. He never grumbles and has literally been a life saver. Sadly 1 can’t always work miracles.
Some hedgehogs die on the way and some are so severely injured that the vet has to put them to sleep.

People find me “on the web” under various headings and telephone for help, information and
leaflets. The R.S.P.C.A. also gives my number. The British Hedgehog Preservation Society provides a
regularly updated directory of carers throughout Britain so I can pass on telephone numbers when long
distance hedgehogs need expert attention. It is a comfort to know that there are now hundreds of new
people with small sanctuaries doing their best to slow the decline of our much loved but seriously
threatened little animal.






